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W h en in M arch    2005, w e decided to set u p th e Centre, w e w ere not in dou bt as to 
th e difficu lt road w e h ad ch osen to tread. Th e last one-year h as indeed been even 
m ore difficu lt. 
 
O u r principal aim  th en now  and for th e fu tu re is to significantly im pact A fr ican legal 
system s by raising th e standard of legal research  and advocacy. For obviou s reasons 
ou r  w ork  for now  w ill be based prim ar ily on Nigeria. In th e com ing years, w e h ope 
and plan th at w e w ill claim  ou r  m andate of a tr u ly pan A fr ican legal research  centre. 
 
In th e year u nder review  w e h ave sou gh t, from  th e Corporate A ffairs Com m ission, 
registration u nder th e legal com petence of th e Incorporated Tru stees of th e 
Fou ndation for A fr ican Legal S tu dies. 
 
Ph ysical space for ou r operations w as a ser iou s concern in th e year u nder rev iew . It 
is w ith  pleasu re th at I annou nce th at w e h ave m oved into ou r offices, albeit u nder 
constr u ction at Plot 73 A ndoni S t reet, Eagle Island, Port Harcou rt, Rivers S tate.  
 
O u r  h u m an resou r ces com plem ent im proved in th e last year. W e h ave h ired a 
secretar ial su pport staff in th e person of M iss G loria O k ek e. To strength en ou r  
research  program s w e engaged M iss Etu lan A bigo, a legal practitioner, on a part 
tim e basis as a Research  A ssociate. S h e h as now  brou gh t th e nu m ber of th e Center’s 
core staff to fou r  (4). 
 
Th e Centre h ad a m odest ou ting in term s of ou r program s and projects. In 
D ecem ber 2005, in conju nction w ith  LT Consu lt and th e A u gu stine Nnam ani 
Cam pu s of th e Nigerian Law  S ch ool, Enu gu , w e organised a tw o-day w ork sh op on 
A dvanced Legal Research  M eth odology.  
 
S om e of ou r program s h ave m oved from  th e conceptu al stage to a planning stage. 
S om e oth ers are h ow ever still at a conceptu al level.  In th e com ing year, w e w ill 
st rive to bring ou r  research  program s and activ ities to life. 
 
W e h ope th at next year w e w ill begin to dem onstrate th e Centre’s capacity to 
accom plish  its m ission.  
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